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Cllr Timmins pictured (L-R) with With Louise Kelly (Area Manager) and
Siobhan Wynne (Regional Manager), ESB Networks.

Meeting held with ESB
over power outages 

A meeting took place last Thursday 10th October regarding recurring power outages across Wicklow which are caus-
ing regular problems for residents including those reliant  on electricity for health reasons, students doing online
exams and those working remotely.

West Wicklow has been
particularly affected with
frequent outages in the
Grange Con, Donard and
Stratford areas. ESB said
that this will be addressed.  

Speaking from Dublin
the meeting, Councillor
Edward Timmins, Fine
Gael General Election
candidate, commented: "I
was pleased to have the
opportunity to meet ESB
Networks today. The topic
for discussion was the
high level outages this
year in Grangecon,
Stratford and Donard.
They gave a presentation
on why the issues arose. I
asked for detailed expla-
nations on why it hap-
pened, and what is being
done to prevent future
outages. I also asked that
all areas of County
Wicklow be monitored
more closely.” 

Regarding the local
impact of the outages,

Councillor Timmins
pointed out: "I explained
that the worst thing was
the unplanned and random
outages and how this has a
serious effect on every-
body, but particularly stu-
dents doing online exams
and people who rely on
electricity for health rea-
sons".

On the response from
the ESB, Councillor
Timmins remarked: "ESB
staff informed us that the
main reason for the out-
ages was trees. They have
taken preventive measures
to stop this happening in
the future and said they
will increase automation
in these lines which
means faults will be fixed
more quickly and will
impact fewer customers."

Sinn Féin TD John
Brady also attended the
meeting and welcomed a
series of commitments
secured from ESB

Networks. The commit-
ments include the intro-
duction of a Loop Auto-
mation Scheme process
that would locate faults, a
full visual inspection of
the line throughout the
impacted area, and the
continuation of a timber
cutting programme that
would clear the line of
tree obstructions which
were responsible for a
number of instances of
outages.

Deputy Brady said:
“There are roughly 1,500
people in the Grange Con,
Donard and Stratford
areas of West Wicklow
who were affected by the
unplanned outages which
occurred with worrying
regularity over the sum-
mer, peaking in July, but
which have been ongoing
for the last two and a half
to three years.

“This unacceptable
level of unplanned out-

ages had a significant
detrimental impact on
families in the area.
Modern society needs and
demands a reliable energy
supply. We witnessed stu-
dents who had online
exams interrupted, online
workers left without any
internet connection, and
older people and those
with illnesses were left
undermined by the out-
ages.

“I have been in regular
contact with ESB
Networks, and I want to
thank Sean Murphy and
his team for facilitating
the meeting today, where I
was able to express the
urgency needed in
addressing the outstand-
ing issues impacting on
power supply in West
Wicklow.

“I welcome the com-
mitments from ESB
Networks to introduce a
programme of works for
the West Wicklow area
which will address the
source of the unplanned
outages. These include a
comprehensive pro-
gramme of cutting back
trees that were hitting
against power lines and
tripping out power, full
and regular visual inspec-
tions of the power circuits
in the area. The ESB has
also committed to the
introduction of a full
Loop Automation Sch-
eme, which will allow the
ESB to locate and act on
faults on the line in the
impacted area. There are
also plans to introduce
increased capacity for

users in the area, With
plans for 38Kv station
upgrade at Baltinglass.

“These are significant
developments, which I
will be monitoring close-
ly, while remaining in
regular contact with ESB
Networks to ensure that
the work that has been
committed to is progress-
ing as planned.” 

Deputy Brady with representatives from ESB. 

Sarann and Caoimhe Philomena Dowling-Connolly at the Wicklow Library Afternoon Tea &
Coffee event in aid of Wicklow Hospice. 




